February 2016

Principal’s Note
Dear Students and Parents,
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It is amazing to see how fast the end of this school year is approaching. It feels like
only yesterday that we were at the starting line. Now we have passed the half way
mark. As spring approaches, we are strengthening our students and help them
‘grow ‘into their upcoming grades. We are also working assiduously to help our
students prepare the FSA exams. Is your child ready for FSA? While we do our very
best here at school, we hope that you are doing your part at home to encourage
our students to believe in their abilities to master these tests. You can help by
making sure your child/children are doing assignments properly, and are studying
daily from paper and online resources available on our website while they are at
home. A good night sleep the day before and a healthy breakfast in the morning
will surely help as well.
FSA testing began on March 1st, and will continue up to May depending on the
grade level. Your student should have brought home a testing schedule (also
included at pg.8-10 in this newsletter). Please review these dates, and try to avoid
any absences on those days. You may reach out to us if you have any questions or
concerns.
For the next couple weeks, NSS will continue the Breakfast with the
Principal series. Parents, I am encouraging you to seize these opportunities to sit
with me and my team and talk about our school’s current and more importantly,
our future. Let us know about your expectations.
Please continue to spread the word about NSS to your friends, relatives, neighbors,
and associates. So far, the turnout to our open houses has been great. Upcoming
open house events will be on Saturday, March 5th 2–4 p.m., and Thursday, March
10th 5–7 p.m. We are looking forward to see all the potential parents you’ve
invited. Remember, we cannot build our school community without you. Together,
we can make this school more than great, we can make it epic!

Oguz Tekin

Class Updates…
Ms. Lee’s Kindergarten Report
What a busy busy month for our
Kindergarteners! We are aspiring to be
independent learners, especially in our
literacy centers! Students get the
opportunity to participate in enriching
centers that focus on various elements of
ELA foundations and also develop the social
skills. We are really working hard to get our
writings in shape for 1st grade and we model
ourselves to be ready for first grade!
In math, we have been working on 2-D and
3-D shapes and of course, focusing on
number recognitions and addition/subtraction. Though it’s getting busier
throughout the months, the students and myself have been working together to
make it to the end! 

Mrs. B’s Kindergarten Report
Mrs. B’s kindergarten class has been all about SCIENCE! We were lucky to have
our Donors Choose Wish List fulfilled for
us by Loew’s Don Cesar Hotel so now we
have all kinds of experiments to do! This
week we set up our roots growth
observation container and our compost
experiment! We are experimenting if
banana peels, paper, or styrofoam breaks
down faster. We also got to study rocks
by looking for color, texture and other
traits. Next we will be doing measurement
and sea shell identification!

Miss Maysonet’s 1st Grade Report
It has been a great month so far! We got to celebrate the 100th day of school! It
was great to show the students how much they have learned in 100 days of first
grade. We also got to
celebrate and talk about
many of the important
presidents we have had in
history. In science lab
students got to pair up and
make their very own
instrument! We have
stayed pretty busy. We
look forward to March and
spring coming our way!

Mrs. Runyon’s 1st Grade Report
It is hard to believe that we are more
than halfway through the school
year. The kiddos are more like
beginning 2nd graders than first
graders. This is such a great time of
the year with my "firsties" as they are
becoming more independent. I
encourage you to please read with your
child as much as possible. The more
they read the better readers they will
become. They are not quite
independent readers at this time and still need guidance. In math, we are having
addition and subtraction drills. The "firsties" need to add and subtract fluently
within 20. Please help them to practice their facts. This is a great group of
students and I feel very privileged to be their teacher.

Mrs. Lewis’ 2nd Grade Report
February was the month that reminded
us why teachers are thought to be
great multitaskers. Sure, it wasn’t an
easy month but hey, easy gets boring
right? So in February, our 2nd graders
battled through the war of regrouping
numbers. We also investigated some of
the different states of energy and
actually observed changes amongst
different forms of energy. At this
point, we are focused on ‘putting on the final touches’ of 2nd grade to make sure
that all of us (students) are ready to take on 3rd grade academia…and we know we
are going to do it!

Mrs. Campbell’s 2nd Grade Report
Cannot wait to ‘march’ into spring!
We are excited to have reached 100 days of school and on
the fast track to third grade. Our students are working
hard and having fun. This month we learned about weather
and got to make it rain in our very own classroom! During this
science lab, students used shaving cream that represents
clouds and the food coloring represents precipitation. In the
water cycle, the water droplets within a cloud continue to
grow until they become heavy and fall through the clouds to
the Earth. The same thing happened in our experiment. The
food coloring became heavy as it saturated the shaving
cream. The molecules in the cold water were moving slowly,
so it took longer for the food coloring to spread throughout the water. The food
coloring appeared as streams.The students really enjoyed this lab! Upcoming Dates:
Spring Break 3/14 - 3/18

Miss McGuigan’s 3rd Grade Report
Reflection.
Refraction.
Absorption. These are
three key words third
graders have been
focusing on while
discovering
information all about
light energy. They
engaged in an
experiment with
water, milk, and a
flashlight. They took
notes, analyzed them, and saw that adding milk to the water and then shining a
flashlight on it added different colors. They also had the opportunity to make Star
Wars shadow puppets and bring them back into the classroom to show off.

4th Grade Report

In fourth grade, we are working hard to get
everyone ready for the FSA exams. In
February, we focused a lot on writing
narrative and informative texts. We also
practiced to solve worded problems that
involve addition, subtraction, and division.
Please encourage your child to study and
practice more at home.

Mrs. White’s 5th Grade Report
This month 5th
grade went on a
field trip to the
Tampa Bay
History Museum.
The students
learned more
about the Tampa
Bay
region through interactive exhibits, films, and hands on learning. We had an
awesome day exploring the museum and learning about the history of our
community!

Ms. Alexander’s Report
This February, 7th and 8th grade were
lucky enough to participate in a field trip
to see live musicians, Black Violin, fuse
hip-hop with classical music at the Straz
center. They developed an appreciation
for genre bending and creative musical
arts and learned about polite audience
participation. Also, we rocked out.

Mr. Ates’ Foreign Language Class Report
The fourth and fifth graders are taking
foreign language courses to expand their
views about the world, particularly about new
cultures. I am happy to report that they
seem very excited and eager to learn! They
always give us, foreign language teachers,
positive energy!

NSS: In, Out, and About
Highlights for Black History Month Celebration @ NSS!!!
Our Black History Month celebrations culminated wonderfully with an entertaining concert and delicious
potluck dishes! Our concert featured diversed performances by staff and students. Many persons came
out to celebrate and feast with us! We want to thank all the persons who helped us to organize the
event. We are also grateful to those who contributed a dish or 2!

Important FSA Notice
Dear Parent/Guardian,
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that your student will take the paper-based and/or the
computer based Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) and SSA, or EOC [Grade 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8] [ELA
Writing/ELA Reading/Mathematics] and/or [Geometry/Algebra 2 End-of-Course (EOC)and Civics]
assessment(s) on as shown below chart. If you or your student would like to review the materials, paperbased practice tests and answer keys are available at http://www.fsassessments.org/students-andfamilies/practice-tests/paper-based-practice-test-materials/.
If you or your student would like to review the computer-based practice test at home, the practice tests
and answer keys are available at http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/.

Grades Tests

Dates

Number of
session/s

Minutes per
session

FSA ELA

03/30/16 - 03/31/16

2

80

FSA MATH

04/05/16- 04/06/16

2

80

XXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX

4

FSA WRITING

03/01/16

1

120

FSA MATH

04/05/16- 04/06/16

2

80

FSA ELA

04/18/16- 04/19/16

2

80

XXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXX

FSA WRITING

03/01/16

1

120

FSA ELA

04/18/16- 04/19/16

2

80

FSA MATH

04/26/16- 04/27/16

2

80

SSA SCIENCE

05/03/16- 05/04/16

2

80

3

XXXX

5

XXXXX

6

XXXX

7

XXX

8

8

XXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXX

FSA WRITING

03/01/16

1

120

FSA ELA

04/20/16- 04/21/16

2

85

FSA MATH

04/28/16- 04/29/16

3

60

XXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

FSA WRITING

03/01/16

1

120

FSA ELA

04/22/16- 04/25/16

2

85

FSA MATH

04/28/16- 04/29/16

3

60

CIVICS

05/17/16- 05/18/16

1

160

XXXXX

XXXXXX

XXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXX

FSA WRITING

03/08/16

1

120

FSA MATH

04/20/16- 04/21/16

3

60

FSA ELA

04/26/16—04/27/16

2

85

EOC ALGEBRA

05/10/16- 05/11/16

2

90

EOC GEOMETRY

05/10/16- 05/11/16

2

90

SCIENCE

05/03/16

2

80

For information regarding test session lengths for all Spring 2016 FSA
assessments, please visit the FSA Portal at www.FSAssessments.org, click on the
Students and Families icon, and then select Spring 2016 Testing Times.
Please review the following policies with your student before testing:


Electronic Devices—Students are not permitted to have any electronic devices, including but
not limited to cell phones, smartphones, and smartwatches, at any time during testing OR
during breaks (e.g., restroom), even if they are turned off or students do not use them. If your
student is found with an electronic device, his or her test will be invalidated.



Calculators— For Grades 7 and 8 Mathematics, approved calculators may be used during
SESSIONS 2 and 3 ONLY. For EOC assessments, approved calculators may be used during

SESSION 2 ONLY. If students have handheld calculators during Session 1, their tests will be
invalidated.


Testing Rules Acknowledgment—All FSA tests include a Testing Rules Acknowledgment printed
in the student’s test and answer book that reads, “I understand the testing rules that were just
read to me. If I do not follow these rules, my test score may be invalidated.” Prior to testing, test
administrators read the rules to students, and students acknowledge that they understand the
testing rules by signing below the statement in their test and answer book.



Discussing Test Content after Testing—The last portion of the testing rules read to students
before they sign below the Testing Rules Acknowledgment states, “Because the content in all
statewide assessments is secure, you may not discuss or reveal details about the passages or
items after the test. This includes any type of electronic communication, such as texting,
emailing, or posting online, for example, on websites like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.”
Please make sure your student understands that “discussing” test content includes any kind of
electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting to blogs or social media
websites. While students may not share information about secure test content after testing,
this policy is not intended to prevent students from discussing their testing experiences with
their parents/families.



Working Independently—Students are responsible for doing their own work during the test and
for protecting their answers from being seen by others. If students are caught cheating during
testing, their tests will be invalidated. FDOE employs a test security company, Caveon Test
Security, to analyze student test results to detect unusually similar answer patterns. Student test
within a school that are found to have extremely similar answer patterns will have their results
invalidated.



Leaving Campus—If your student begins a test session and leaves campus before completing it
(for lunch, an appointment or illness, etc.), he or she WILL NOT be allowed to complete that test
session. If your student does not feel well on the day of testing, it may be best for him or her to
wait and be tested on a make-up day. Please remember not to schedule appointments on
testing days.



Testing Accommodations—If your student has an IEP or Section 504 plan, please contact the
school to discuss the testing accommodations that will be provided for your student.

If you have any questions related to this test administration, you may contact Mr. AK at
kak@newspringsschools.org. For more information about the FSA program, please visit the FSA Portal at
www.fsassessments.org.
Note: please post this testing schedule somewhere you can see every day!!!
Thank you for supporting your student and encouraging him or her to do his or her best during this test
administration.

Sincerely,
Oguz Tekin, Principal

You are invited to Pi Day @ NSS!
NSS will celebrate Pi Day on March 11, 2016! Please come out ready to participate in our Pi
challenging but fun activities. The flyer below has all the details. See you there 

Mr. Yakisma’s CMP Report
The CMP (College Mentorship Program) students had an amazing field trip to
TAILWHEELS, Aviation School in Lakeland on February 14th. They learned how
flight plans are administered. They also visited historic airplanes and maintenance
hangars.

The CMP students and their parents also participated in a college- preparedness
information session on February 4th. Some of the topics that were targeted are:
*The building blocks of
college admission

*The redesigned SAT

*The Congressional Award

NSS Sports Snack Cart
The sports snack cart is available Tuesday's
through Friday after school from 2:50-3:45 p.m.
We have a variety of drinks, snacks and sweet
treats ranging from .25 cents to $1.00.
All proceeds go towards the New Springs Schools
athletics program. Please come out and support
our student athletes! We cannot do this without
your help!
Goooooooooo Eagles!!!

Mathcounts Chapter Round Math Competition

NSS MathletEagles
participated in Mathcounts
Chapter Round Math
Competition at MOSI
(Museum of Science &
Industry) on Friday,
February 12th.
Our students competed for
Sprint, Target, Team,
Ciphering, and Countdown
Rounds during the
competition.

Lunch Menu
NEW SPRINGS SCHOOLS
MONDAY

TUESDAY

7

WEDNESDAY

2

3

Peanut Butter & Jelly Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Italian Baked Ziti
Cheesy Spinach Bake
Grape Tomatoes w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
100% 4oz Juice
Assorted Low Fat Milk

Whole Grain Muffin w/
Mozzarella Cheese
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
All Beef Hotdog on Pretzel Bun
BBQ Baked Beans
Broccoli
Fresh Banana
Assorted Low Fat Milk

Breakfast Protein Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Teriyaki Chicken w/ Stir Fry
Rice
Herbed Green Beans
Baby Carrots w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
Apple Slices
Assorted Low Fat Milk

8

9

10

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

LUNCH
Crispy Chicken Sandwich
Sweet Kernel Corn
Fresh Garden Side Salad
100% 4oz Juice
Assorted Low Fat Milk

BREAKFAST
Breakfast Protein Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Enchiladas Ranchero
Seasoned Black Beans
Grape Tomatoes w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
Apple Slices
Assorted Low Fat Milk

SPRING BREAK
21
Assorted Cereal w/ Strawberry
Graham Bear
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Honey Lemon Roasted
Chicken
Sweet Kernel Corn
Fresh Garden Side Salad
Applesauce
Fresh Baked Roll
Assorted Low Fat Milk
28
BREAKFAST
Peanut Butter & Jelly Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk

Peanut Butter & Jelly Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk

LUNCH
Roasted Chicken Drumstick
Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Garden Side Salad
100% 4oz Juice
Assorted Low Fat Milk

THURSDAY

1

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

MARCH 2016

BREAKFAST

FRIDAY

4
BREAKFAST
Yogurt w/ Homemade Granola
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Southern Style Chicken Bites
Honey Glazed Carrots
Fresh Garden Side Salad
Assorted Fruit Cup
Assorted Baked Sun Chips
Assorted Low Fat Milk

11

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

Assorted Cereal w/ Strawberry
Graham Bear
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Popcorn Chicken Bowl
Cheesy Spinach Bake
Fresh Banana
Fresh Baked Roll
Assorted Low Fat Milk

Peanut Butter & Jelly Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Tampa’s Own Chicken &
Yellow Rice
Baby Carrots w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
Fresh Garden Side Salad
Applesauce
Assorted Low Fat Milk

Yogurt w/ Homemade Granola
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Chef’s Homemade Chili Mac
Herbed Green Beans
Fresh Garden Side Salad
Assorted Fruit Cup
Assorted Low Fat Milk

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

22
BREAKFAST
Peanut Butter & Jelly Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Tuscan Spaghetti w/ Meatballs
Cheesy Spinach Bake
Grape Tomatoes w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
100% 4oz Juice
Assorted Low Fat Milk

23
BREAKFAST
Whole Grain Muffin w/
Mozzarella Cheese
100% 4oz juice
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
All Beef Hot Dog on Pretzel
Bun
BBQ Baked Beans
Broccoli
Banana
Assorted Low Fat Milk

24
BREAKFAST
Breakfast Protein Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Teriyaki Chicken w/ Stir Fry
Rice
Herbed Green Beans
Baby Carrots w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
Apple Slices
Assorted Low Fat Milk

25

29

30

31

BREAKFAST
Breakfast Protein Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Santa Fe Beef Tacos
Seasoned Black Beans
Grape Tomatoes w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
Apple Slices
Assorted Low Fat Milk

BREAKFAST
Assorted Cereal w/ Strawberry
Graham Bear
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Macaroni & Cheese
Sweet Kernel Corn
Fresh Banana
Fresh Baked Roll
Assorted Low Fat Milk

BREAKFAST
Peanut Butter & Jelly Bar
100% 4oz Juice or Assorted
Fruit
Assorted Low Fat Milk
LUNCH
Tampa’s Own Chicken &
Yellow Rice
Baby Carrots w/ Lite Ranch
Dip
Fresh Garden Side Salad
Applesauce
Assorted Low Fat Milk

Non Student Day

Thank you for reading our monthly newsletter. We hope that you found our school news useful and interesting.
Please email questions, comments, or concerns to info@newspringsschools.org

