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Dear Students and Parents,
It’s hard to believe that we’re already in October. Time goes
by when you’re learning & having fun! Our students have been
doing an amazing job juggling academics, extra-curricular
activities, & taking benchmark tests. With their enthusiasm
and your continuous support, New Springs will surely have a
wonderful October.
One of this month’s occasions will be Hispanic Heritage
Month. Here at NSS, we cherish our multicultural diversity and
so we cordially invite you to a Potluck dinner on October 19th
at our school. During this celebratory event, we will display
various visual & performing arts that represent the contribution
of our Hispanic community. We are looking forward to seeing
you!
NSS would like to announce that in the wake of Hurricane
Irma, students will receive free lunches until October 20th.
For further information on this matter, check out the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services website.
Finally, I would like to remind you that NSS Connect is a great
way to keep up with your child’s progress. You can login by
visiting our school website and also access online resources
such as Study Island, Accelerated Reader, & Florida
Focus! Moreover, I encourage you to participate in schoolwide fundraising activities & calendar events which you can
find on our website or our Facebook page.
~Oguz Tekin
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CLASS NEWS

MS. RUNYAN’S 1ST GRADE REPORT
HAPPY FALL!!! Fall is such a fun season for school. During the months of
October and November we will learn and read about pumpkins, bats, crows, leaves,
scarecrows, Pilgrims, and Thanksgiving. It is also during this season we learn about
goods and services and the differences between needs and wants. In math we will
continue adding and subtracting as well as place value. I am hoping to incorporate
adding money into our math. I am looking forward to the fall season filled with
learning and fun.

MS. TARASCIO’S 1ST GRADE REPORT
We have been focusing on improving our
fluency and reading comprehension. We
took some time this month to focus on nonfiction books and learn more about the text
features that we could find in a non-fiction
book. In math, our focus has been learning
about and using different subtraction
strategies to solve word problems. We are
looking forward to learning about bats and
pumpkins during the month of October!
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CLASS NEWS

MR. SVIRBELY’S
5TH GRADE REPORT
This month we have been focusing on
reading comprehension and expanding
our vocabulary. We began to read the
novel Holes by Louis Sachar. I am so
proud of our students because they are
excited and confident when it's time to
read out loud in class. As a group we
have read more than a quarter of the
novel in less than 3 weeks. In Social
Studies we have focused on the Age of
Exploration and the colonization of the
Americas.

SCIENCE WITH MR. OZ
Currently, both 6th- 7th grade students have been learning about scientific inquiry
and how to connect it into real life situations. We had a chance of practicing it using
red cabbage juice and some chemicals such as ammonia, vinegar, and baking
soda. Students asked questions about the scientific inquiry and stated their
hypothesis whether red cabbage juice will change color when those chemicals are
added to it. Then, they performed the experiment to see if their predictions were
correct or not, analyzed the results by answering questions, and drew conclusions
based on their observations. This approach is called Scientific Inquiry.
In another experiment, 6th grade middle school scientists did a penny drop
experiment and learned the difference between a control group and experimental
group. They figured out that there is less surface tension and reduced cohesion
when they used soap water on the penny. Students were amazed by the time they
placed more than 50 drops of water on the just one side of a penny, and one cup
filled with water could hold more than 100 paperclips without overflowing.
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CLASS NEWS

SCIENCE WITH MR. OZ
6th and 7th grade middle school
Scientists conducted various
experiments and their critical thinking
skills are frequently challenged.
Recently, 7th grade students run an
experiment regarding the diffusion of
water (osmosis) and figured out that
fresh-water fish don't need to drink water
while salt-water fish do. While students
were cutting the potatoes in half, they
knew that half of a potato was going to
represent a fresh-water fish, and the
other one was a salt-water fish. The next
day, they observed that the salt-water
potato had overflowed. However, the
fresh-water potato decreased steadily.
After this experiment, students
concluded that salt-water fish must drink
water continuously otherwise they might
dry up due to the salt, while fresh-water
fish do not need to drink water since they
already absorb water through osmosis.
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School Highlights
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL BULLYING PREVENTION MONTH!
We feel strongly that every student has a right to feel safe and comfortable
while at school. We look to carry on the momentum from these events for
the remainder of the school year and beyond.
New Springs’ students participate in many school-wide events as well as
classroom lessons to help raise awareness and teach our students about
the dangers of bullying. On October 6th, we’ll all be wearing orange to
demonstrate solidarity in our stance against bullying. We call this day,

Unity Day!
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School Highlights
One of New Springs’ approaches to track student academic gains has
been through the MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) benchmark
testing. By using carefully constructed measurement scales that span
grades, MAP interim assessments offer educators efficient and very
accurate estimates of student achievement status within a subject.
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MAP TESTING
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This year, NSS will be hosting a potluck dinner on October 19th in which there will
be performances & artwork created by our kids & faculty to celebrate just some of the
many contributions the Hispanic community has made. To further show our appreciation,
we are asking for donations to help our Puerto Rican brethren impacted by Hurricane
Maria. Cash will be collected at the event or you may also give it to your child’s homeroom
teacher. All monetary donations will be sent to Unidos Por Puerto Rico, so feel free to visit
their website to see what more we can do to help.
In the meantime, keep a look out for a flyer that will be sent home with further
details on this exciting event and what you and your family can do to make this even more
spectacular than it has been in the past. And as always, volunteers are welcomed! Please
email areder@newspringsschools.org for any questions.

Este año, NSS ofrecerá una potluck dinner el 19 de octubre en la cual habrá
actuaciones y obras de arte creadas por nuestros niños y profesores para celebrar sólo
algunas de las muchas contribuciones hechas por la comunidad hispana. Para mostrar más
lejos nuestro aprecio, estamos pidiendo las donaciones para ayudar a nuestros hermanos
puertorriqueños afectados por el huracán Maria. Se recogerá dinero en efectivo en el
evento o también se lo puede dar al maestro de su hijo (a). Todas las donaciones monetarias
serán enviadas a Unidos Por Puerto Rico, así que siéntete libre de visitar su sitio web para
ver qué más podemos hacer para ayudar.
Mientras tanto, vigile un folleto que se enviará a casa con más detalles sobre este
emocionante evento y lo que usted y su familia pueden hacer para que esto sea aún más
espectacular de lo que ha sido en el pasado. Y como siempre, los voluntarios son
bienvenidos! Por favor envíe un correo electrónico a areder@newspringsschools.org para
cualquier pregunta.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
NEWS

COLLEGE
MENTORSHIP
PROGRAM
Here at NSS we strive to prepare our
students for life & all it entails. One
way in which we do this is through
our College Mentorship Program.
Students work closely with their
mentors once a week to set goals,
discuss opportunities for growth, &
approaches to become more
responsible young adults!

CMP will help qualified students
to hone their skills in:
•
•
•
•
•

Academics
Extracurricular Activities
Personality Development
Physical Coordination
Social Activities

Just this past month, Mentorship
Program students went to
Wonderworks Orlando to experience
fun mixed with science.
Mr. Ates' CMP group students
competed with their mental power,
laid on the bed of nails, had frozen
shadows, joined an astronaut
training, did rope course and played
laser tag in that upside down building
of the Wonderworks.
More fun activities are ahead for the
CMP students.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
NEWS

NSS SOCCER TEAM
NSS Soccer Team is trying hard this year again. The players are
putting more effort to get better results. They have either practice or
game everyday which requires a lot of energy.
It seems they perform better when there is huge support from their
parents and teachers.
Special thanks to our coaches Mr. Lynch and Mr. Blaylock who
really spend their time to make the team better.
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Teacher

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Ms. Zephir

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3:05-3:45

Ms. Reder
3:05-3:45

Mr. Golden
3:05-3:45

Mr. Oz
3:05-3:45

Ms. Smith
3:05-3:45

Mrs. Nieves
3:05-3:45

**Tutoring days are highlighted in yellow
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The School Payment Portal website allows schools and school districts of all sizes to safely and
securely accept online payments from parents for school fees, cafeteria, and more. Go to
https://schoolpaymentportal.com/Default.aspx to access this feature.

13

