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Dear Students and Parents,
New Springs Schools have kicked off the academic year with a
bang and some high-speed winds! Our teachers and students
are geared up and battling the challenges associated with
learning, especially when category 5 hurricanes sweep over
Florida. We were more than happy to provide shelter and care
for families affected by Hurricane Irma, but we are just as
happy to continue this exciting school year!
With much to be achieved, we are wasting absolutely no time
in practicing effective instructional and behavioral practices
that will bring out only the best in our students. Some classes
have even started to venture on field trips and many others are
getting ready to go.
Thanks to all the staff and families who came out to our
Welcome Picnic; it was a huge turnout this year. If you’d like
to view pictures, please visit our website or Facebook page.
Let’s continue to work together and communicate with each
other for the benefit of our students.
I urge you to come meet with your child/children’s teacher/s on
our first scheduled school-wide Parent-Teacher Conference
(PTC) on Tuesday, September 26th. During this PTC, check
on how your child has been progressing thus far. Students
usually emerge themselves more into classroom activities and
routines when they see that their parents/guardians care and
are involved.
I invite you all to continue to participate in our upcoming
school-wide and fundraising activities. You can find an update
of calendar activities on our website or by liking us on
Facebook.

~Oguz Tekin
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CLASS NEWS

1ST GRADE REPORT
In First Grade, we have been working on short vowels, improving our handwriting,
and developing good character skills. We also have been working on our number
sense and beginning to do addition and subtraction word problems. We look forward
to a busy September celebrating Grandparents Day and Johnny Appleseed Day!

MRS. WHITE’S 2nd GRADE REPORT
This past month 2nd grade has been very busy getting to know each other and
learning classroom rules and procedures. As a class we have been working to build
our classroom community by learning our class song, writing our classroom
constitution, and by learning how we can be "bucket fillers". We have been getting
our brain ready for this year by reviewing 1st grade standards in math and reading.
My students are very eager to get started on their 2nd grade skills. I can tell that we
are going to have a fantastic year together!

Students caught using teamwork strategies!
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MS. GIDDINGS’ 3RD GRADE REPORT
The school year has started off well. We had so much fun getting to know each other the first few
weeks. Teams had fun building the tallest cup tower they could without it falling down. We got right
into learning our second week of school. We reviewed adding and subtracting. I can tell this class
has many awesome mathematicians! We then heading into rounding. We are currently in our second
week of it. In reading, we started learning all about story elements. We learned how to analyze
characters, and are currently learning plot and setting.

Up ahead in September:
Math: We will finish up our first unit in math the first week in September. We will then start our unit
on data and graphing. Line plots are very important in this unit and on the FSA test. This unit will
most likely take up the rest of September. We will also start previewing and memorizing the 0s, 1s,
and 2s math fact families.
Reading: We will continue learning about story elements. We will then move on to nonfiction main
idea and details. Hopefully, we will start learning about text structures: cause and effect,
sequencing/chronological order, compare and contrast, and problem/solution.
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MS. SYVERSEN’S 3RD GRADE REPORT
The 2017-2018 school year has started off to a great start! We have enjoyed getting
to know each other. Our class is really focusing on being a team and encouraging
each other every day to be their best selves. We quickly jumped right into learning and
we have been reviewing addition and subtraction. Then we jumped right in to rounding
numbers to the nearest tens and hundreds. We will soon be learning about
multiplication and division, which the students are very excited about!
Last week we started a Friday Journal. Friday Journals are where the students will
write a letter to a family member telling them about their things they’ve learned during
the week, or things they are proud of. This helps the students reflect on their weeks
and tell their families about things they have learned. They were all so excited to
share what they do in school in a new, fun way, and parents were excited to read and
to write a letter back.
Every week we have a scholar of the week. This particular scholar will be allowed to
wear a Virginia Tech shirt (my alma mater) on Fridays. They are students who have
been great role models for others, they have been showing their classmates support
and words of encouragement when the task at hand gets difficult.
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MS. LEWIS’ 4TH GRADE
REPORT
ELA & SOCIAL STUDIES
The new school year has started with
much hope and enthusiasm for success!
I am immensely happy to have another
opportunity to influence young minds in
academically, socially, and morally. We
started the year off by sharing
and discussing class routines and
expectations so that we may have a
productive academic year.
In Language Arts, we have started
exploring different text structures
of informational texts. We have looked at
main idea and details, cause and effect
relationships, and are now jumping into
sequencing or order of events. We have
also started our informational based
writing. On the grammar side, we looked
at relative pronouns and adverbs. The
students were excited to discover that
there are other than personal and
possessive; and that not all adverbs end
with –ly.
In Social Studies, we are discussing the
geography of our beautiful state –
Florida! Students are delighted to
engage in dialogue and research about
Florida.
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MS. REDER’S ELA REPORT
August & September has been jam-packed with rigor, discussion, & fun! So far, we’ve covered the
basics such as identifying a text’s central idea, inferring, citing evidence, writing effective extended
responses, summarizing, & using transition words. We’ll continue to practice with these concepts
as well as build upon this knowledge. 7th and 8th grade have already shown how motivated &
enthusiastic they are to become stronger readers & writers. I’m certainly excited to see how they
grow as young adults & students!
Some of our favorite moments have surrounded class & team builders. One in particular was
called “Saving Sam.” Each table had to work together to solve quite the predicament involving a
sour-patch gummy worm, a lifesaver, a cup, a straw, & two paperclips. Could they figure out how
to “save Sam”? Ask them to find out! Here are just a few images of these dedicated victors.
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School Highlights
STEM had a terrific kick off with exciting and
engaging hands-on projects. During the great American
eclipse, students used models to represent the
position of the moon blocking the sunlight on Earth.
Our students are now solar eclipse expert!!! In our
sink or float experiment, students were challenged to
make a paper clip float and then build their own boat
out of aluminum foils. Many boat were even able to
carry heavy weight on it! We look forward to a great
semester
with
lots
of
fun
and
learning
opportunities.
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School Highlights
NSS Mobile App is live!!!
Dear Parents,
I am Mr. Ak, Assistant Administrator. I
would like to share great news with
you!
Did you know that NSS connect has a
mobile app you can get updated info
about your student instantly as soon
as his/her teacher put any assignment
on NSS connect?

Here are some of the features that you can take
advantage of using our mobile app:
·Push Notifications (When the assignments are
graded).
·Academic Calendar
·Missing Assignments (shows the assignments that
are marked missing by the teachers)
·Conduct and Commendation log
·Download course content to access offline
·Take SBAs on mobile (Quizzes)
·Play SCORM packages on and offline
·Access the Glossary, Wiki, Chat
·Submit online assignments with attached files or text
Here is how you can access the app:
§ ITunes App
Store:https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/radixmobile/id1159005166?mt=8
§ Google Play
Store:https://play.google.com/store/apps/detail
s?id=com.radix.radixmobile
A pop-up banner will appear on top of the screen
when users access the school’s NSS Connect on
their mobile devices.
Once you downloaded it will ask you: school
name/site address: newspringsschools.org,
username & password: were given to students for
NSS Connect.
-Mr. Ak
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
3:05-3:45pm
Culture Club
Tuesdays – Rm. #304

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS
Tuesdays – Rm. #312

Want you or your child to become
cultured? Then join us and learn all about
the Turkish culture through song, dance,
poetry, movies, & food! Club members
will be able to complete in the Turkish
Olympiad during the spring and win some
prizes!

NSS is excited to announce that we
will be participating in Hillsborough
County’s Charter Schools Battle of
the Books competition. Club
members will read 15 books in total
and come spring, they’ll compete in a
relay/trivia styled battle. Get your
read on!

Science Olympiad
Tuesdays & Wednesdays – Rm. #316 + #308
Science Olympiad is a science competition that involves a team of 15 students
competing in 23 events that cover a range of science and engineering topics. There
are general knowledge events, lab centered events, events involve pencil and paper
tests and events require that students build something ahead of time and bring it to the
competition. Along with chemistry, physics, and biology, events will also test earth
science, ecology and astronomy.

MUSIC CLUB
Tuesdays – Rm. #301
If you’re a music lover as NSS is, then join us in room #301 and develop your
appreciation for music theory, instruments, musicians, & sound!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
3:05-3:45pm
DEBATE
Fridays – Rm. #313
Students who debate in class may use any number of debate formats to facilitate
research, discussion, and deliberation on important issues and events as well as
topics derived from the curriculum. The format draws from multiple popular debate
formats and educational standards to combine rigorous practice and preparation with
accessibility and fun.

ROBOTICS
Thursdays & Fridays – Rm. #217
"First Lego League (FLL) is one of the most practical STEM competition for students
interested in robotics age 9-16. FLL is designed to get children excited about science,
technology, engineering, and math. Students will get exposed to a professional
learning environment that provides them valuable employment and life skills. Students
can choose to be programmers or builders and work together as a team to reach goals
and missions set by the FLL. Teams are composed of up to ten children with at least
one adult coach."

Math Counts
Thursdays – Rm. #317

DRAMA
Fridays – Rm. #319

This program is a national middle school
coaching & competitive mathematics
program that promotes mathematics
achievement through a series of fun &
engaging “bee” style contests. What are
you waiting for? Become a Mathlete &
take on the world!

Drama club is for all middle school
students that enjoy performing arts
especially acting and dancing! Students
will learn acting techniques including
mime through character building
exercises and improvisation games.
Students gain self-confidence, learn to
work well with others, and use their
creativity in self-expression.
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Teacher

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Ms. Zephir

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3:05-3:45

Ms. Reder
3:05-3:45

Mr. Golden
3:05-3:45

Mr. Oz
3:05-3:45

Ms. Smith
3:05-3:45

Mrs. Nieves
3:05-3:45

**Tutoring days are highlighted in yellow
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The School Payment Portal website allows schools and school districts of all sizes to safely and
securely accept online payments from parents for school fees, cafeteria, and more. Go to
https://schoolpaymentportal.com/Default.aspx to access this feature.
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