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Principal’s Note
Dear Students and Parents,
Contents

Happy Spring days! It’s the start of a blossoming season: seeds are sprouting,
and flower bulbs will soon open into beautiful blooms! Like the features of
the season, the students at NSS are blooming colorfully with knowledge and
skills. With just over 2 months to go before the end of the school year, our
teachers and students are keeping busy, making every effort to get every
child ready for the next grade. We are also administering FSA exams –
please see the updated FSA schedule (pg. 2 of this newsletter).
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I continue to encourage you as parents to support our efforts towards
helping your child grow holistically. Report cards for the 3rd quarter will be
coming home very soon. Please take some time to review your child’s
performance. Remember, you can make an appointment to speak with our
teachers by calling the front office at 813.933.5025. Parents, at NSS, we love
hearing from, and meeting with you!
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Finally, I am reminding you that enrollment for 2016-2017 is going on now.
As of now, the numbers appear to be growing especially at the elementary
level, so get your application/s in as soon as possible. An online application
can be completed at
http://newspringsschools.org/academics/enrollment/apply-onlineelementary-school for elementary and
http://newspringsschools.org/academics/enrollment/apply-online-middleschool for middle school. Please share our information with the members of
your community! A stronger NSS means a stronger community and by far a
stronger nation. We can do this together!

Oguz Tekin

FSA Calendar
2016 FSA–FCAT2.0 (UPDATED) CALENDAR (3rd-5th Grades)
Dear Parents,
Per DOE, we had to make some changes on FSA, FCAT and EOC schedules. Please pay
close attention to UPDATED TESTING SCHEDULE.

04/04/16
Monday
04/05/16
Tuesday
04/11/16
Monday
04/12/16
Tuesday
04/13/16
Wednesday
04/14/16
Thursday
04/18/16
Monday
04/19/16
Tuesday
04/20/16
Wednesday
04/21/16
Thursday

FSA Math Grade 3 & 4 (Paper based)
FSA Math Grade 3 & 4 (Paper based)
FSA ELA Grade 4 (Computer based)
FSA ELA Grade 4 (Computer based)
FCAT Science Grade 5
FCAT Science Grade 5
FSA MATH Grade 5 (Computer based)
FSA MATH Grade 5 (Computer based)
FSA ELA Grade 5 (Computer based)
FSA ELA Grade 5 (Computer based)

2016 FSA–FCAT2.0–EOC (UPDATED) CALENDAR (6th-8th Grades)
04/11/16
Monday
04/12/16
Tuesday
04/13/16
Wednesday
04/14/16

FSA MATH Grade 6 (Computer Based)
FSA MATH Grade 6 (Computer Based)
FSA ELA Grade 6 (Computer Based)
FSA ELA Grade 6 (Computer Based)

Thursday
04/15/16
Friday
04/18/16
Monday
04/19/16
Tuesday
04/20/16
Wednesday
04/21/16
Thursday
04/25/16
Monday
04/26/16
Tuesday
04/27/16
Wednesday
04/28/16
Thursday
05/02/16
Monday
05/03/16
Tuesday
05/09/16
Monday
05/10/16
Tuesday
05/16/16
Monday
05/17/16
Tuesday

FCAT Science Grade 8 (Paper Based)
FSA MATH Grade 7 (Computer Based)
FSA MATH Grade 7 (Computer Based)
FSA ELA Grade 7 (Computer Based)
FSA ELA Grade 7 (Computer Based)
FSA MATH Grade 8 (Computer Based)
FSA MATH Grade 8 (Computer Based)
FSA ELA Grade 8 (Computer Based)
FSA ELA Grade 8 (Computer Based)
FSA GEOMETRY EOC
FSA GEOMETRY EOC
FSA ALGEBRA EOC
FSA ALGEBRA EOC
CIVICS EOC
CIVICS EOC

For information regarding test session lengths for all Spring 2016 FSA
assessments, please visit the FSA Portal at www.FSAssessments.org, click on the
Students and Families icon, and then select Spring 2016 Testing Times.
Please review the following policies with your student before testing:


Electronic Devices—Students are not permitted to have any electronic devices, including but
not limited to cell phones, smartphones, and smartwatches, at any time during testing OR
during breaks (e.g., restroom), even if they are turned off or students do not use them. If
your student is found with an electronic device, his or her test will be invalidated.



Calculators— For Grades 7 and 8 Mathematics, approved calculators may be used during
SESSIONS 2 and 3 ONLY. For EOC assessments, approved calculators may be used

during SESSION 2 ONLY. If students have handheld calculators during Session 1, their
tests will be invalidated.


Testing Rules Acknowledgment—All FSA tests include a Testing Rules Acknowledgment
printed in the student’s test and answer book that reads, “I understand the testing rules that were
just read to me. If I do not follow these rules, my test score may be invalidated.” Prior to testing,
test administrators read the rules to students, and students acknowledge that they understand the
testing rules by signing below the statement in their test and answer book.



Discussing Test Content after Testing—The last portion of the testing rules read to students
before they sign below the Testing Rules Acknowledgment states, “Because the content in all
statewide assessments is secure, you may not discuss or reveal details about the passages or items
after the test. This includes any type of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or
posting online, for example, on websites like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.” Please make sure
your student understands that “discussing” test content includes any kind of electronic
communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting to blogs or social media websites. While
students may not share information about secure test content after testing, this policy is not
intended to prevent students from discussing their testing experiences with their
parents/families.



Working Independently—Students are responsible for doing their own work during the test and
for protecting their answers from being seen by others. If students are caught cheating during
testing, their tests will be invalidated. FDOE employs a test security company, Caveon Test
Security, to analyze student test results to detect unusually similar answer patterns. Student test
within a school that are found to have extremely similar answer patterns will have their results
invalidated.



Leaving Campus—If your student begins a test session and leaves campus before completing it
(for lunch, an appointment or illness, etc.), he or she WILL NOT be allowed to complete that test
session. If your student does not feel well on the day of testing, it may be best for him or her to
wait and be tested on a make-up day. Please remember not to schedule appointments on testing
days.



Testing Accommodations—If your student has an IEP or Section 504 plan, please contact the
school to discuss the testing accommodations that will be provided for your student.

If you have any questions related to this test administration, you may contact Mr. Ak at
kak@newspringsschools.org.
For more information about the FSA program, please visit the FSA Portal at www.fsassessments.org.
Note: please post this testing schedule somewhere you can see every day!!!
Thank you for supporting your student and encouraging him or her to do his or her best during this test
administration.
Sincerely,
Mr. Ak
Assessment Coordinator
New Springs Schools
813-933-5025

Class Updates…
Ms. Lee’s Kindergarten Report
Welcome back from spring break! We are more
than ready to get back into school and really
immerse ourselves in reading, writing, math,
science, and social studies. Now until the last
day of school, we are prepping our little ones
into “emerging first graders!” Let us keep our
standards high and see our bright ones soar into
the sky!

Mrs. B’s Kindergarten Report
Mrs. B’s kindergarten class has been
celebrating Dr. Seuss this month!
Before Spring Break we read Green
Eggs and Ham where the students
wrote their own recipes for their
“ideal” green eggs and ham dish. How
DO they make them green? We also
read Mrs. B’s favorite: Fox in Socks.
What a tongue twister! We have
learned to subtract and are now
working on learning sides and vertices
of shapes in math. Do you know what
shape doesn’t have any sides? Ask you kindergartener! This week we are learning about
leaders in our government and the traits of a good leader. We have agreed that the good
traits of a leader are the same good traits of a citizen! I am very proud of how my
students have progressed so far this year as we move on to start introducing the concepts
they will learn in first grade!

Miss Maysonet’s 1st Grade Report
March has been full of some exciting lessons!
One in particular the students really enjoyed, is
their science lab with Mr. Memon. Students got
to explore with magnets and learn all about what
attracts and repels them. They were amazed to
see that a magnet could hold a paper through a
wooden ruler!
In math we are diving into measurement and
telling time by the hour and half hour. It'll be
great for the student to help keep me on
schedule! Happy Spring!

Mrs. Runyon’s 1st Grade Report
It is great to be back in class after a week off. A
part of our morning routine is calendar math.
The following are some of the skills we practice
each day: counting forward and backward by tens,
counting and making money exchanges, and place
value. We have done this all year and most of
the students are very proficient in these skills.
Keep up the hard work. We have started a
science unit on plants. This is a fun unit. We will
learn about the different parts and functions of the
plant. Also, we will read about some strange and exotic
plants in

reading. In math we will continue to work on math fact

fluency. At home please have your child practice math facts. Have your child make
flashcards using index cards and practice, practice, and more practice.

Mrs. Campbell’s 2nd Grade Report
This month in 2nd grade we
have been focusing on life
cycles. Students explored the
human, the frog, and the
butterfly life cylcles. Taking a
closer look at the human body,
our students participated in an
experiment where they
observed how food is dissolved
by acids in the stomach (see picture). We were happy to share this experience with
Mrs. Lewis’ class. In Math, we practiced to read, interpret, and represent data
using different graphs. Another highlight this month was our tree with many
birdhouses for rent. The students thoroughly enjoyed making their birdhouses!

Mrs. Lewis’ 2nd Grade Report
This month went by so quickly but I think we are all
ready to embrace the renewing spirit of spring! The
students have been working really hard to master the
skills related to subtraction, addition, division, and
multiplication. They have been enjoying sharing things
into equal groups and even looking at ‘remainders’. In
Science, we explored and then compared the life cycles
of frogs and butterflies. Soon, we will be planting seeds
and observing the life cycle of plants. We’ve started a
short term project to observe and compare the growth
of pinto beans and tomato seeds. We are excited to see
which grows faster! We are so happy its spring time! 

Miss McGuigan’s 3rd Grade Report
We have been working extra hard to prepare for the FSA, which is soon
approaching! Thank you for your dedication; you are all smart cookies! We have
been reading a diverse set of stories while reviewing skills and strategies.
Students have been reviewing all their math standards and have been
concentrating on ‘Elapsed Time’. Do you want to know how many more minutes until
PE, what time it is, or what time it will be when you finish a task? Then come ask a
third grader and he/she will solve it!

4th Grade Report
March is Women’s History Month, so 4th grade did an at-home research report
about some amazing women in history! Such women are Sandra Day O’Connor,
Harriet Tubman, Marie Curie, and Annie Oakley. They presented their reports in
class. We all learned about women from
different fields of expertise, like
scientists, women’s suffrage, and
journalists and authors. If you are in
the 4th grade hallway, please stop by to
read their reports! Math FSA testing
is also coming up, so Ms. Fitzpatrick
and students are working hard to
prepare for it. Then comes the reading
test! We are so proud
of our hard our
students are working,
and how hard they
worked on the writing
test preparation, as
well. Fourth grade
hopes you have a
wonderful spring!!

Mrs. Nieves’ 5th Grade Report
5th grade completed the
human body systems unit
with amazing projects
displayed in our hallway.
Students learned about the
structure and function of
each organ in the different
body systems. We have now
been learning about animal
and plant adaptations in our
environment.
Students also completed the multiplying and dividing fractions unit. We are now
focusing on patterns and graphing data. The students also increased their scores
in the latest reading and math benchmark tests.
"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit."
-Aristotle

Mr. Ates’ Foreign Language Class Report
We had calligraphy
classes with the 7th
graders. In the
beginning, it looked
very hard to them
but they were
unbelievably good at
the end. I think the
biggest lesson they
learned is that art
requires patience.

NSS: In, Out, and About
Highlights for PI Day @ NSS!!
NSS celebrated π-Day on March 11. Students learned PIconcept by doing fun and challenging activities at the
following stations: PI – Digit Recitation, PI-Shirt
Decoration, Perfect Circle, Challenge My Brain, PI-Fair,
and

Real PI

NSS Box Tops

We turned in a total of 3,570 box tops to date! The journey is not over; we are still
collecting Box-tops. Parents, please remember to save your box tops and send
them in with your children. There will be many amazing prizes for the students and
classes that turn in the most number of box tops. Also, this is a fun, fundraising
event that helps to raise money for our school. That means we will be even to
provide more products and services to help our students achieve their academic
goals.

Mr. Ibin’s CMP Report
CMP students went bowling. We had a good time as we socialized with one
another and practiced being polite and courteous even when we are having fun.
Afterwards, we had snacks and drinks with my family. 
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Thank you for reading our monthly newsletter. We hope that you found our school news useful and interesting.
Please email questions, comments, or concerns to info@newspringsschools.org

